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HOUSEKEEPING
HOUSEKEEPING
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IF WE CARE 
FOR COUNTRY 

IT WILL CARE 
FOR US



gu



‘The quality of open space matters
 as much as the quantity’

Productivity Commission 2024 Report



Greener Places and the Green Grid
NSW has articulated a government position on the importance of green and 
connected places within our urban environments

Value, Quality + 
Quantity

Country Centred Metrics Cost BenefitConnectivity



‘Australia is in the 
midst of an extinction crisis’
                                                                                                                             
Australian Conservation Foundation



T

Australia SOE REPORT 2021 

1043 threatened species 

Population growth continues to put pressure on biodiversity in 
Australia's urban areas and in the peri-urban spaces between 
suburbs and rural areas. 



T

NSW SOE REPORT 2021 

1043 threatened species 

The changes that have occurred to our natural environment affect the 
richness and diversity of species and ecosystems found in NSW and their 
ability to survive into the future.
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Global action
Action, advocacy and policy is occurring in cities across the world 



Caring for Country

First Nations people have been 
managing the Australian 
landscape for thousands of 
years 

Image: Catherine Leo



‘While our national parks and wilderness areas are 
essential for protecting biodiversity, our cities and 
towns also provide critical habitat for threatened 
species.’

Australian Conservation Foundation

Image: Jessica Maurer, Dirt Witches 



‘25% of Australia’s nationally listed threatened plants 
and 46% of threatened animals can be found in our 
urban areas…

…for 39 threatened species…urban areas are the last 
remaining places in which they exist.’

Australian Conservation Foundation



OUR GREEN HAS 
TO 
WORK HARDER

Image: Grahame Jepson



NOT ALL 
GREEN IS 
EQUAL



Relative monoculture



To beautifully biodiverse  environments 



from parks



to plazas

Image: Jon Hazelwood



to verges

Image: Jon Hazelwood



to backyards



, 

Umbrella document that offers a whole 
of government approach

Biodiversity in Place is a  
position and guidance 
framework offering a helping 
hand to communities and 
agencies to address the issue 
of biodiversity loss



Reintroducing diverse layered plantings 

DIVERSE 
UNDERSTOREY

DIVERSE
LAYERED PLANTINGS

DIVERSE
FLOWERING SEASONS



, 

Identify places
Streets and laneways

Community gardens

Backyards and balconies

Urban parks

Schools Green walls

Cemeteries

Regional parks Railway corridors

Disused lots Private gardens

ReservesPlazas and squares

Riparian corridorsGolf Courses



Tools



, 

Key principles 

Nature as client For humans and non-humans Guided by the landscape

Highly diverse planting Sensitive management Connected across scales



explains how 
communities, policy 
makers and industry 
can create nature 
positive cities by 
identifying the places 
and tools at a range of 
scales 

Biodiversity in Place 

SCHOOLS RIPARIAN 
ZONES

RAIL
CORRIDORS

STREET VERGES BACKYARDSPOLLINATOR
CORRIDORS

ROOFTOPS PLAZAS MICRO-
FORESTS

NATURE 
RESERVES

NATIONAL 
PARKS

REGIONAL 
PARKS



Every place counts 



, Not for Profits

Local councils 

State Government Agencies 
(TfNSW, Metro, HINSW, SINSW, Ausgrid
Sydney Water) 

Schools 

Local communities 

Individuals 

Business community 

Everyone can contribute



Parks

A parklands study found that 
when parks increase the 
volume of understorey 
vegetation from 10 to 30%, the 
occurrence of birds, bats and 
insects increased by up to 
120%

Threlfall et al 2017



Creek corridors 

Creeks and streams are 
important places for urban 
biodiversity. They function as 
wildlife corridors increasing 
habitat connectivity and 
facilitate the movement of 
birds, mammals and 
amphibians through the 
urban landscape.
(Litteral & Shochat et al. 2017; Bradsworth et al.2021)

Images: Graham Jepson



Rooftop

A rooftop study in urban Sydney 
found that green roofs planted 
with native flowering plants 
supported 9x the number of 
insect species and 4x the 
number of bird species 
compared to the adjacent 
control site. 
(Wooster et al. 2022)



Backyards

Domestic gardens make up at least 
half of the green space in cities.  
Participants in a wildlife gardening 
program in Melbourne reported not 
only wellbeing benefits but most 
importantly substantial increases in 
local biodiversity including 36 native 
insect species.
(Mumaw et al, 2017)

Image: Clinton Weaver 



Verges 

Verges account for up to 36% of 
all public green space in 
Australian cities and are often 
covered in exotic lawn with 
scattered trees. Studies in Perth 
demonstrate that when planted 
with native plants, road verges 
supported over 25 genera of 
native wildlife species.
(Pauli et al. 2020)

Image: Barbara Schaffer



This is our moment 



Speakers

Jon Hazelwood 
Hassell

Emma 
Cutting 
Heartscapes



Speakers

Kerri-Ann 
Barry 

Camden Council 

Carmel 
Hamilton 
Camden Council

Tim  
Vyse 

Camden Council

Marco  
Geretto 

GANSW









































































CAMDEN’S GREEN AND BLUE GRID VISION 

Cut Hill Reserve, Cobbitty
Photo credit: Murray Wilson



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

Artwork Title: “Bulawiri Nura – Three Country’s”
Artist: Melissa Barton



ABOUT CAMDEN LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA

One of the fastest growing 
LGAs in Australia

135,000 population
 

240,000 by 2041

205 square kilometres

Total land area

 

2 key waterways
Nepean River and Wianamatta South 

Creek



THE POLICY CONTEXT  

State

Local



MULTISCALE APPROACH

LGA-scale Suburb-scale Project-scale

Image sources: Camden Green and Blue Grid Analysis (Clouston Associates), Camden Green and Blue Grid Vision (Camden Council)



IMPLEMENTATION FRAMEWORK

Collaborate 
internally 
across 
teams

Align local 
strategies 
and plans

Secure 
external 
funding

Establish 
State 

agency and 
community 

partnerships 

Focus on 
quick wins 

to build 
momentum



BIODIVERSITY AND PLACE OUTCOMES ACHIEVED SO FAR

300m
Nepean riverbank restored* 
*includes reintroduction of river snags through 9 

hardwood fish habitat, and erosion control 
structures

240,000m2 
woody weeds removed

56,000 
endemic plants added

135 
Critically endangered 
Camden White Gums 
planted & monitored

5.4km 
of new paths to Nepean 

River

Viewing platforms to Nepean 
River and over Kirkham 

floodplain



From Policy to Practice



FERGUSONS LAND NEPEAN RIVERBANK RESTORATION – RIPARIAN LAND

• Sydney Water partnership as part of 
a nutrient offset trial 

• Restoration of 200m of degraded 
riverbank

• Reuse of waste materials in 8 
engineered logjams

• 10,000m2 of woody weed removal 
and revegetation with 27,500 River-
flat Eucalypt Forest plants

Photo: Nepean River riverbank at Fergusons Land, 
Camden
Photo credit: Camden Council



JOHN OXLEY RESERVE TRAIL – RESERVES

• Successful Greening Australia 
partnership for restoration with 
23,000 native species planted

• Identified as a priority green 
connection in the Green and Blue 
Grid Vision

• Places to Roam grant for pathways, 
signage, lookouts and public art to 
activate the site 

Photos: John Oxley Reserve, Kirkham
Photo credit: Camden Council



MICRO PROJECTS – ROADS, STREETS AND LANEWAYS, RESERVES & POCKET 
PARKS

• Trialled the use of direct seeding of 
native meadow species 

• Suitable for roundabouts, verges 
and other small and overlooked 
spaces

• Biodiversity outcomes with 
maintenance benefits

Photo: Wildflowers 
at Cowper Reserve, 
Camden South

Photo credit: 
Camden Council



NEPEAN RIVER RECREATIONAL TRAIL – RIPARIAN CORRIDOR & REGIONAL PARK 

• Public Spaces Legacy Program grant

• Planted new trees, accessible 
pathways 23,000 new plants, viewing 
platforms, artwork and riverbank 
restoration works

• Rewilding Sydney - Partnership with 
Greening Australia

Photos: Nepean River 
Recreational Trail, Camden

Photo credit: Top and bottom 
left: Brett Atkins, Right: 
Camden Council



PROJECTS IN THE PIPELINE

Image: Nepean River, Camden
Photo credit: Brett Atkins

Image: Camden Nursery Concept Design
Source: Camden Council
Credit: Sam Crawford Architects



CONTACT US – E: sustainability@camden.nsw.gov.au

Photo: William Howe Regional Park, Mount Annan. Photo credit: Camden Council
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